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Silphenylene Elastomers Have High Thermal Stability

and Tensile Strength 
Polymeric silphenylene ethers were prepared by 
diol-diaminosilane reaction. Two of several polymers 
prepared were studied in detail because they appeared 
to have the properties best suited for aerospace tech-
nology. The selected polymeric silphenylene ethers 
were cured by reactions with ethyl silicates and metal 
salts at room temperature to form elastomers having 
excellent thermal stability and tensile properties. The 
highest tensile strength (nominal) obtained in a rein-
forced elastomer made from one of the silphenylene 
ether polymers was 2800 psi. This value might be 
compared with a value of 2000 psi as representative 
of reinforced silicone elastomers. The thermal stabil-
ity of the polymers appears to be slightly higher than 
that of commercially available silicone rubbers.
Note: 
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